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upon the court. After much deliberation and
thought, aided by Judge Story, and having made
some concessions to his committee, he brought
in a bill increasing the Supreme Court judges
to ten, making ten instead of seven circuits, and
providing that six judges should constitute a quo-
rum for the transaction of business. Although
not a party question, the measure excited much
opposition, and was more than a month in passing
through the House. Mr. Webster supported it at
every stage with great ability, and his two most
important speeches, which are in their way mod-
els for the treatment of such a subject, are pre-
served in his works. The bill was carried by his
great strength in debate and by weight of forcible
argument. But in the Senate, where it was de-
prived of the guardianship of its author, it hung
along in uncertainty, and was finally lost through
the apathy or opposition of those very Western
members for whose benefit it had been devised.
Mr. Webster took its ultimate defeat very coolly.
The Eastern States did not require it, and were
perfectly contented with the existing arrange-
ments, and he was entirely satisfied with the as-
surance that the best lawyers and wisest men ap-
proved the principles of the bill. The time and
thought which he had expended were not wasted
so far as he was personally concerned, for they
served to enhance his influence and reputation
both as a lawyer and statesman.